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Introduction

• Welcome

• No microphones will be active, only hosts are able to speak

• All questions can be sent via the interactive Q&A input 

• One hour has been allocated at the end of the presentation to answer 

questions

• A copy of this presentation will be made available on the MRFF 

website
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MRFF Background

• Established in 2015, the $20 billion Fund is a long-term sustainable 
source of research funding 

• The MRFF aims to transform health and medical research and innovation 
to improve lives, build the economy and contribute to health system 
sustainability

• Complementary Government funding of health and medical research in 
Australia:

MRFF - awards funding for national priority areas that address gaps in 
research, and creates opportunities for research translation and 
commercialisation to improve the health and wellbeing of Australians. 

NHMRC - awards funding through a range of investigator-initiated schemes to 
build capacity and advance health and medical knowledge
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MRFF 10-year investment plan

• The Australian Government announced a $5 billion, 10-year investment plan for the 

MRFF, as part of the 2019-20 budget.

• There are 20 initiatives under four themes, funded over 10 years to harness innovation, 

provide vital infrastructure, improve patient outcomes, and generate jobs and economic 

growth.
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MRFF Indigenous Health Research Fund 

• MRFF IHRF:

 focus on an area of unmet need or a technology with transformational 

potential (priority led)

are planned and coordinated 10 year programs of work (strategic, 

Roadmap, Implementation Plan)

bring together key researchers, health professionals, consumers, 

stakeholders, industry partners (outcome focused)

harness resources across the system (investment, leadership and 

collaboration)

use innovative research approaches (new grant models)
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Purpose of consultation

• Focus: Indigenous Health Research Fund design (Roadmap and 

Implementation Plan)

• Questions: 

As designed, will the Indigenous Health Research Fund generate the knowledge 

required to improve health practice/policy and patient outcomes in Indigenous 

Health

Will the proposed grant opportunities elicit the research required to generate the 

knowledge needed to improve practice/policy and outcomes

 In 10 years time, will we know if the Indigenous Health Research Fund has 

succeeded (evaluation measures)
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Introduction and context – Indigenous Health in Australia

• In 2016, Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people made up 

about 3.3% of the total Australian population (around 798,400 

people)

• Improving health and social equity for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 

Islander people is one of Australia’s most pressing challenges

• 10 year lower life expectancy compared to non-indigenous 

Australians

• 2.3 times the burden of disease compared to non-indigenous 

Australians 

• Inequality driven by structural, historical and enduring disadvantage 

and systemic, institutional and inter-personal racism
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Introduction and context –

Indigenous Health Research in Australia

• Predominantly NHMRC

• NGO/Philanthropic/Trusts and Foundations/Internal Institutional

• Counting inaccuracies (what is classed as ‘Indigenous Research’?)

• ‘Not in our Hands’

• Fragmented, short-term, pilot

• Little investment in capacity

• Marginalises Community Leadership in research 

• Pendulum - what is defined as ‘Good Indigenous Research’

• Inconsistent Peer Review



NHMRC – ROAD MAP III

• Improved health, social and emotional 

wellbeing

• Increased collaboration and partnership 

models with Indigenous communities

• Increased researchers (at all levels)

• Greater integration of Indigenous 

knowledge and ways of working

• Accountability
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Indigenous Health Research Fund 

• Forms part of the MRFF 10 Year Investment Plan announced in 2019

• $160 million from 2018–19 to 2028–29 

• ($35m pre-determined investment for the development of a vaccine to eliminate 

rheumatic heart disease in Australia)
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Expert Advisory Panel

• Role to advise the Minister on the strategic priorities for research 

investment through the MRFF Missions by defining:

 evidence and knowledge gaps to assist in transforming health care and health 

outcomes for individuals and communities

 key research questions that if answered will deliver meaningful change to 

patients through the translation of research.

• The IHRF Expert Advisory Panel

 comprises of 12 researchers and experts in Indigenous health and includes 

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander health researchers and community leaders

 The IHRF EAP is the first national research fund led by Aboriginal and/or Torres 

Strait Islander people, and conducted through close engagement with Aboriginal 

and/or Torres Strait Islander communities.
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Funding principles 

• The following principles apply to activities funded under the 
Indigenous Health Research Fund: 

The Indigenous Health Research Fund will be underpinned by Aboriginal 
and/or Torres Strait Islander leadership at all stages 

Research must be of the highest quality, demonstrating an unwavering 
commitment to research excellence, conducted by the most capable 
organisations and individuals 

 Investment must lead directly to the benefit of Aboriginal and/or Torres 
Strait Islander communities and improved health outcomes 

 Impacts on health, social and cultural outcomes will best be enabled by 
focusing efforts through collaboration 

 Investment must increase the number, develop the capability and unlock 
the potential of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people in health and 
medical research and implementation sciences. 
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Roadmap –Our goal

Our goal 

• To improve the health of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people through: 

 Indigenous-led research practice and 

governance 

 knowledge translation 

 evidence-based change in Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander health practice
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Roadmap –Scope

• The Indigenous Health Research Fund will 

mobilise health and medical research for 

the prevention of disease and promotion of 

health and social equity. Through cohesive 

research led by Aboriginal and/or Torres 

Strait Islander people that is designed to 

deliver community benefit, it seeks to inform 

and transform the way the health system 

responds to the needs of Aboriginal and/or 

Torres Strait Islander people across the life 

course.



Medical Research

Future Fund

Roadmap –Priority areas for investment
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Implementation Plan

• Implementation strategy to guide 
research investment over the life of 
the Indigenous Health Research 
Fund

• Priority areas for investment 
allocated across the short, medium 
and long term time-frames

• Establishes how the outcomes from 
each priority will be evaluated in 
terms of benefit to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people and 
facilitate tracking progress towards 
its objectives
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Implementation Plan

• Based on the priority areas and their 

goals, proposed to:

 Identify the investment activities 

required to achieve these goals

 Identify additional activities outside of 

the Indigenous Health Research 

Fund that will be required to achieve 

success

 Identify opportunities to leverage 

additional investment

Define what success will look like, 

how this might be measured and 

across what timeframe
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Early investments and current opportunities

• 2018-19 grant opportunity - $35 million over three years.

 Development of a vaccine to eliminate rheumatic heart disease in Australia.

• 2019-20 grant opportunity - $14.4 million over three years.
 Four streams of funding:

• Two research projects on ending avoidable deafness;

• One research project on improving outcomes from chronic kidney disease;

• Five research projects on improving adolescent mental health; and

• One research project on ending avoidable blindness.

• 2020-21 grant opportunity - $11.06 million (closed 10 March 2021)

 Will fund:

• improving health and development outcomes for children over the first 2000 days;

• interventions to reduce the risk factors that contribute to chronic diseases;

• improving understanding of culture and cultural practices to health and wellbeing; and

• development of effective approaches for improving the quality, research capabilities and impact of interventions 

within primary health care.
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Roadmap and Implementation Plan Consultation

• The Roadmap and Implementation Plan underwent international 

review. 

• The international review panel comprised of experts who provided 

advice in the context of relevant activities occurring internationally, 

which can inform the strategic direction of the Roadmap and 

Implementation Plan. 

• The Minister for Health is interested in your comments on the 

Roadmap and Implementation Plan, which will guide future MRFF 

investments. 



Medical Research

Future Fund

Consultation – open discussion

• One hour allocated

• Please type questions in the Q&A box provided on the screen

• Questions and feedback will be collated for the presenters to note or 

discuss

• All submissions can be made through the Consultation Hub on the 

Department of Health website (consultations.health.gov.au) 

• Reminder - online submissions close 23rd April 2021
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Consultation questions

• Are the priority areas for investment identified in the 

implementation plan the most effective way for delivering on the 

Indigenous Health Research Fund’s goal and aims?

• Are there existing research activities which could be utilised to 

contribute to the Indigenous Health Research Fund’s Roadmap 

and/or Implementation Plan aims and priority areas for 

investment? How can these be leveraged?

• Are the ‘Evaluation approach and measures’ appropriate for 

assessing and monitoring progress towards the Indigenous Health 

Research Fund’s goal and aims?

• Other?
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More information:

health.gov.au/MRFF

consultations.health.gov.au

Interested in accessing MRFF grants:

Register with GRANTCONNECT (www.grants.gov.au)

Thank you


