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Have your say on the Lung Cancer Screening enquiry

On 1 August 2019, the Minister for Health, the Hon. Greg Hunt MP, invited Cancer Australia to
conduct an enquiry into the prospects, process and delivery of a national lung cancer screening
program for people at high risk of lung cancer in Australia.

Cancer Australia is seeking input and submissions from all Australians with an interest in lung cancer
to help inform the enquiry.

Why is the enquiry being held?

The enquiry is being held to investigate the feasibility of a national lung cancer screening program
for people at high risk of lung cancer in Australia. Cancer Australia will submit a report to the
Minister for Health on the prospects, process and delivery of

such a program. Lung cancer in Australia
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The enquiry will examine the potential contribution that 68.9%)

screening of people at high risk of lung cancer could make
to reducing deaths from lung cancer in Australia.
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Australia’s screening programs

Population-based cancer screening is a key component of the Australian Government’s

10-year National Preventive Health Strategy. The Strategy is designhed to keep people healthier and
out of hospital by providing a better balance between prevention and treatment of health
conditions (Department of Health 2019).

The Australian Government currently funds three well-established population-based cancer
screening programs. National cancer screening programs are available for breast, cervical and
bowel cancers and are offered to all individuals in defined target groups based on evidence of
greatest benefit (Department of Health 2018).



Screening
enquiry

What will the enquiry consider?

The enquiry will focus on ‘targeted’ screening for lung cancer in Australia. Targeted screening is
defined as ‘screening of selected high-risk groups’ (Department of Health 2018). International
clinical trials of lung cancer screening have focused on lung cancer screening with low-dose CT of
high-risk groups such as current and former cigarette smokers.

The enquiry will review the potential benefits and harms of lung cancer screening for Australians at
high risk of lung cancer and the implications of such a program for the Australian health system. This
will include consideration of:

e current and projected incidence and burden of lung cancer in Australia
e potential benefits and harms of lung cancer screening

e population(s) who could benefit most from lung cancer screening (who would be the focus
of a lung cancer screening program)

¢ the clinical pathway for lung cancer screening and assessment and the workforce and
infrastructure needed to support the pathway

e infrastructure and technology

e cost effectiveness of lung cancer screening for people at high risk of lung cancer in
Australia

e methods to encourage participation and facilitate access to lung cancer screening for
specific population groups

¢ communication needs for the community, screening participants and health professionals.

In addition to considering the process for lung cancer screening, the enquiry will consider patient-
related issues, such as stigma, that may affect participation in a lung cancer screening program.

The enquiry will also consider the critical role of research in improving health care treatment and
outcomes, and ways to incorporate new and emerging evidence into the program over time.

Have your say

Cancer Australia is undertaking a public consultation process through the Consultation Hub, to seek
views and input across all sectors of the Australian community on the Lung Cancer Screening
enquiry.

The consultation is being held to seek feedback from members of the public, including Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander communities, people affected by cancer, health professionals, clinical
colleges, researchers and research institutes, cancer organisations, peak bodies and governments.

Submissions are also invited from population groups and those that may benefit most from lung
cancer screening for reasons such as remoteness, language, culture, age or mobility.

All interested stakeholders are invited to have your say.
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Questions to consider

You may find it helpful to consider the following questions to help frame your submission, or choose
to answer the questions directly by going to our Online survey.

1. What, in your opinion, are the most important issues that should be considered for a
screening program for people at high risk of lung cancer?

2. If a national lung cancer screening program were introduced for people at high risk of lung
cancer, what do you think are the best ways to engage and recruit them to participate?

3. What do you see as the practical challenges and opportunities in delivering a national lung
cancer screening program for people at high risk of lung cancer in Australia?

4. Do you have any other comments or suggestions about lung cancer screening or the
enquiry?
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