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Dear consultation team,   

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a response to the Exposure draft for public consultation of 

the new Aged Care Act. 

 

The Australian College of Nurse Practitioners (ACNP) is the national peak organisation for Nurse 

Practitioners, advancing nursing practice and consumer access to health care.    A key focus for the 

role and scope of practice development for Nurse Practitioners is on unmet needs within the 

community and increasing access to health care. 

 

In response to the consultation questions:  

 

1. Do we describe a rights-based approach well? Is it clear that older people will be at the 

centre of aged care?  

The ACNP acknowledges the importance of a rights-based approach in aged care and 

emphasises the shift to a primary point of focus for older people in this framework.  The rights 

of older people have been clearly articulated and prioritised within the new Aged Care Act 

and will ensure their autonomy, dignity, and well-being are upheld.  

 

2. Is it clear how older people’s rights will be upheld?  

The ACNP recognises that a clear description of how older people's rights will be upheld is 

contained within the new Aged Care Act.  This includes provisions for informed consent, 

privacy, dignity, and the right to participate in decisions regarding their care. Additionally, 

mechanisms for addressing grievances and ensuring accountability for upholding these rights 

have been clearly outlined.  

 

3. Is it clear how older people will be empowered to make decisions?  

Empowering older people to make decisions about their care is vital.  The ACNP notes that the 

new Aged Care Act outlines strategies to support and facilitate the active involvement of older 
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